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I HAD A DREAM

By IVOR MAIRANTS

T HAD a dream” = as the world knows - is the
phrase immortalised by Martin Luther King and
aft repeated. though not in as many words, by
other mortals.

The subject of the dream may be quite different
from the noble one of Martin Luther King bt it
often gives rise to a desired ambition: yea! even o
the creating of a better guitar.

| know a number of young men - and some nol
s0 young - who, having succumbed to the fasci
nation of the guitar, have volced their ambition
to, evenlually, make the best guitar in the workd
even José Ramirez. | remember when David
Rubio, having given up the study of medicine in
arder 1o play the llamenco guitar, had a dream (o
become a guitar maker, doing so from the small
esl beginnings in a tiny workshop in Carmine
Street. Greenwich Village, New York,

What made José Romanillos leave his native
Spain in search of an ‘audience” with Julian
Bream if not a certainty of his ability to make a
better guitar? Which reminds me of what José
Ramirez saild to me after he had launched his
[amous "Camera’ model: “so far there is no Stradi-
vari of the guitar’.

Considering the increase in the number of good
guitar makers there are and the different makes
of guitars favoured by the international concert
guitarisis, Ramirczs opinion still holds good and
the dream still occurs. Only the other day this
same hope was voiced to me by a voung man
whose [ascination for the guitar surfaced only
iwao years ago, when he turned from cabinei
making o guitar making. His name is Antonio
Morales Nogales, born near Badajoz, for some
yvears settled in Palma, Majorca, and now a capa-
ble assistant to Majorcan guitar maker George
Bowden. whose workshop is in Palma.

George's abiding passion is the guitar and its
construciion: a siudy which has oceupied him for
vears, Although born in New York of extremely
musical parents, he spent about twelve years in
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Crrarrer Bonoddem (right) ancd Andonio Morobes.

Canada before serving in the British Navy. Cana-
da is, of course. the place where wood grows and
is particularly known for Western Red cedar and
Sitka spruce, both important for making guitars
George Bowden has been involved in the lumber
indusiry so he is no stranger to wood.

He is no stranger, either, to England, where he
once lived until he joined his parents in Majorea,
where they had eventually settled. Now, besides
making guitars. he also devotes a great deal of
time to studying the construction, design and
sound ol guilars by different makers, thereby
well qualifying him as a devotee and lover of gui-
tars, Perhaps, one day soon, he will produce the
ideal guitar,

Although we know that both players and con
structors look forward to having the best guitar
ever made, hardly two players agree about whose
make is the best. But hopes never fade and
dreams may one day come true. We have all been
aware of the fine instruments made by luthiers
from Spain. England. the USA, Australia, Japan
and Germany. so why not from the Majorcan
team of Bowden and Morales?

Al George's well-organised guitar workshop |
was given the task of testing several of their
recent crop of both classical and Mamenco gui-
Lars. and felt mysell being severely serutinised as






